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Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that we are situated on the traditional, unceded territory of 

the Coast Salish People, including the Skwxwú7mesh [pronounced Skohomish] 

(Squamish), Tsleil-Waututh [pronounced slay-wa-tooth], and Musqueam 

Nations. We honour their role as stewards of our lands since time immemorial, 

and pay our respects to their past, present and future generations.



Agenda

• Creating a legacy

• Ways to give and give back

• The power of planning

• What is a Community Foundation?

• Donors who are making a difference 

• Legacy stories



Creating a Legacy

What is a legacy?

• How do you want to be remembered? 

• How can you have a lasting impact?



Making a difference today

• Connect with your social networks and stay involved in your community

• Find a cause you are passionate about

• Engage with local charities 

• Volunteer 

• Donate

• Advocate for a cause

• Vote

• Talk to your local community foundation!



Planning now for the future

• Capture your stories so they can be shared with your family

• Sign up to be an organ donor

• Talk to your lawyer & accountant about estate planning

• Make sure your estate planning documents are up to date

• Donate to charity as part of your estate planning

• Donate to your local community foundation



What is a Community Foundation?

• Community foundations are public charitable organizations dedicated to 
improving communities. 

• Donations are pooled and invested. 

• The funds and the interest earned are provided to charities through grants.

• A sustainable source of income to support local charitable programs.



What is a Community Foundation?

https://youtu.be/cognB4M_Rtw


About the West Vancouver Foundation

• The West Vancouver Foundation (WVF) has been bringing people together to 
support local projects and create impact and change since 1979. 

• In addition to our grant programs, we also offer scholarships, capacity building 
programs for non-profits, a youth philanthropy council, and community insights. 

$29
Million

in Assets
Granted 

since 1979

$16 million5
Part-time 

Staff



Our Vision

An unwavering commitment to community and to a future where 
everyone belongs.

We believe in a future that is bright, just 
and sustainable with the resources to 
ensure a vibrant quality of life for 
generations to come.



Vital Signs

A community check-up report.

Vital Signs uses local knowledge to measure the 
vitality of a community and support action 
towards improving collective quality of life.

https://westvanfoundation.ca/insights/vital-signs/


Where Does the Money Go

• We distribute funding to charities through grants, across the North Shore.

• Grant programs supports local needs, and our vetted by our volunteer 
grants committee 

• Fields of Interest include:

• Youth & Education

• Health & Wellness

• Environment

• Sports & Recreation

• Arts, Culture & Heritage

In 2024: Over 

$1 million was granted 

to the North Shore community, 

through the West Vancouver 

Foundation’s grant programs.



Donating to the West Vancouver Foundation

Donations from the community are what allows the Foundation to make grants

• Credit card donations (one-time or monthly)

• Gifts of Securities

• Estate Gifts (gifts in your Will)

• Name the Foundation as the beneficiary of registered assets

• Donations of Life Insurance 

Donations can be made to any fund or can be used to create a new fund

https://westvanfoundation.ca/donate/


Advantages of creating a fund

• Supporting the causes that mean the most to you

• Create a legacy of giving and generosity 

• Perpetuity and flexibility of Community Foundations

• Community Foundations are experts in community needs

• Memorial fund – honour a loved one

• Tax advantages

• We keep it simple

https://westvanfoundation.ca/how-to-open-a-fund/


Establishing a Fund

• Funds can be established during your lifetime or through estate planning

• Determine your fund’s purpose & a name for your new fund

• Determine the structure of the fund

• A fund that grants to charities in perpetuity? Set up an endowment fund.

• To address more immediate needs? Set up a flexible fund.

• Grants from the fund can be:

• Unrestricted

• Field of Interest / a specific purpose

• Donor Advised 

• Staff work with donors to create a fund agreement

https://westvanfoundation.ca/how-to-open-a-fund/
https://westvanfoundation.ca/how-to-open-a-fund/


With Gratitude

When a charity receives a grant, through the West 
Vancouver Foundation, we notify them of the fund that 
provided the funding. 

This allows the fund founder’s name to live on in the 
community.

The grantees submit Impact Reports, which can be 
shared with family, allowing them to see how their loved 
one continues to support the community.

https://westvanfoundation.ca/insights/impact/


Examples of Giving

Howard Martin Memorial Fund – established in 2014

• 10% share to the West Vancouver Foundation, to 
be used in British Columbia ($3.6 million)

• In 10 years, it has granted over $1.8 million



Examples of Giving

Music Matters Fund – established in 2016 during donor’s lifetime

• During donor’s lifetime, he contributes and grants from a flexible fund

• A new endowment (permanent) fund will be established through his Estate

• Terms of the new fund have been approved already

• The Music Matters Fund will continue granting in 

     perpetuity to support classical music in West Vancouver.



Examples of Giving

Keen and Loki Memorial Endowment Fund

• Established by friends and family, after the tragic passing of Keen and his 
beloved dog, Loki. 

• An endowment (permanent) fund

• Supports causes that would be close to Keen’s heart, as 

     well as an annual scholarship.



Examples of Giving

North Shore Rescue Tim Jones Legacy Fund

• Established in memory of Tim Jones in 2014. 

• Tim began volunteering in 1987.

• Income from this permanent fund supports North Shore Rescue operations.



Local Legacies

Mrs Kay Meek financed the 
Kay Meek Arts Centre 

Valerie Jerome next to the plaque 
honoring her brother, at the new 
Harry Jerome Oval at the West 

Vancouver Place for Sport





What will your legacy be? 

Here are 3 questions to take away:

1. How do you hope your family history and life story will live on after you’re gone?

2. How will the causes or charitable work you’ve invested in continue?

3. What kind of message do you want to pass on to your kids and grandkids about
helping others?



775 15th Street, West Vancouver, BC V7T 2S9  |  604 925 8153WESTVANFOUNDATION.CA

P H  I  L A N T H R O P Y • GRANT  S • I N S I G H T  S

Questions?
The staff at the Foundation are passionate about what we do and giving back to 

the community. We’d love to talk to you more about the Foundation and the 
tremendous impact we make in our local community.

https://westvanfoundation.ca/
https://westvanfoundation.ca/
https://westvanfoundation.ca/
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